
 
April 2015, No. 52 

 

Contents 
 

►  Editorial 

►  New members 

►  ASSOCIATION NEWS & EVENTS 

►  Looking back to the early years of Oral History NSW 

►  Remembering Judy Wing 

►  Mitchell Library Consultative Group 

►  REPORTS & PROJECTS 

►  Australian Generations Project – Final Report 

►  Michael Frisch at the State Library of Victoria 

►  ‘Collecting Diversity’ – State Library of NSW 

►  ‘On the Fringes – South West Sydney 1994–2014’ 

►  Oral History NSW & the Museum of the Riverina 

►  NOTES & NOTICES 

►  Possibilities & Pitfalls in Oral History: The Interview in Perspective 

►  Oral History & Digital Narrative 

►  Addison Road Talks – StirUp Gallery 

►  One-on one training: technical assistance 

►  CREDITS 
  

Oral History NSW Voiceprint No. 52, April 2014 1 



EDITORIAL 
 
 

     WELCOME TO THE 52ND EDITION OF VOICEPRINT.  
We hope the oral history community, particularly 
in NSW,  will find it informative and interesting. 
     Many thanks to Margaret Leask, who stepped 
down as co-editor after last issue, for her much 
valued input since 2011.  Continuing her 
contribution, in this issue Margaret has provided 
a report on the keynote address by visiting US 
Professor Michael Frisch, University of Buffalo, 
State University of New York, given at the 
Australian Generations Conference last October 
in Melbourne, where he described his ideas 
about working on oral history applications of new 
media, provoking interest and awareness of ways 
we might work as oral historians in the near 
future.  The Australian Generations project has 
now concluded, but a rich legacy of material 
remains, and we include a brief guide to the final 
report and how to access audio of its interviews, 
radio programs and discussions of activity and 
rationale. 
     However, we begin this issue with a 
remarkable review of the early days of Oral 
History NSW – although she is one of its earliest 
members, Joyce Cribb learned much to add to 
her memories from sorting boxes of the 
association’s archives recently placed with the 
State Library of NSW.  This included interesting 
details about the genesis of the Oral History 
Association of Australia as well its NSW Branch, 
forerunners of our current associations.  Also 
looking back, we recall the work of long-term 
member Judy Wing, who passed away recently, 
and who will be remembered with fondness and 
admiration by many.  Sandra Blamey recalls her 
achievements, and provides tributes from 
Professor Paul Ashton and Dr Margaret Park. 

     Therese Sweeney’s remarkable twenty-year 
project: ‘On the fringes – South-West Sydney 
1994-2014’ has also provided a superb legacy of 
material – sound recordings, photography and 
video recordings and a book – for posterity.  We 
report on three phases of process now being 
mounted by UTS to archive collected material, 
undertake preservation work and provide access 
to the project’s outcomes – which will include 
digital preservation, web access and exhibitions – 
and we provide links both to the archive and an 
excellent press report about the project and its 
collaboration with UTS. 
     In other news about important collections, two 
were launched recently at the State Library of 
NSW, one of interviews with former refugees and 
immigrants from culturally and linguistically 
diverse (CALD) communities in Sydney and 
regional NSW, and the other of interviews with 
members of Sydney’s Muslim communities.   
     Oral History NSW’s regional outreach is 
reflected in a report on developments at the 
Museum of the Riverina, where we have recently 
provided workshops and a master class in Wagga 
Wagga, and we also include information about 
forthcoming Oral History NSW workshops in 
Sydney – which no doubt will attract much 
attention, so book early!  And lastly, do check out 
the talks being held in May about the Addison 
Road Talking History Project in Marrickville. 
     Editor Sally Zwartz and her new co-editor 
Francis Good will soon be seeking your 
contributions for the next issue of Voiceprint, due 
in October 2015.  Deadlines will be publicised in 
our monthly Network News and the website.  If 
you would like to discuss ideas for contributions, 
please don’t hesitate to get in touch. 
 

Sally Zwartz and Francis Good 

BACK TO TOP 
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NEW MEMBERS 
 
Catherine Shirley – St Ives 
Marisa Ramos Gonçalves – Gwynneville 
Louise Whelan – Avalon 
John Holt – Potts Point 
Ann Howard – North Sydney 
Marilyn Leeks – Ocean Shores 
Rosie Heritage – Stroud 
Anisa Puri – Double Bay 
Danna Johnston – Rocky Point  
Julie Evans – Cheltenham

 
Justine And David Good – Wagga Wagga 
Rob Walley & Ann Rollins – Wollstonecraft 
Paul Szilard – North Sydney  
Susan Dowley – Florey 
Christina Mimmocchi – St Pauls 
Pip Newling – Petersham 
ACT Heritage Library – Phillip 
Lyn Keily – East Maitland 
Donald Keast – Dubbo 
Neva Berryman – Bilgola Plateau 
 

 

ASSOCIATION NEWS AND EVENTS 
 

Looking Back to the Early Years of Oral History NSW 
By Joyce Cribb 

 
     LAST YEAR I WAS LUCKY ENOUGH  (DEPENDING 
which way one looks) to sort through boxes of 
oral history archives for placement in the NSW 
State Library.  The luck comes from uncovering 
such an interesting story; a story that I knew 
little about despite all the years I spent on the 
committee and editing Voiceprint.  The 
downside – dust, rust, crumbling paper, fading 
ink, almost impossible-to-read handwriting, 
pricked fingers, sneezing fits – such 
discomforts now forgotten.  As I sorted I made 
some notes and can now tell you a little of the 
early history. 

Oral History Association of Australia 
     Members will know that the OHAA was 
founded in Western Australia in July 1978.  
Members may not know all the story of the 
development of oral history in Australia; suffice 
to say that oral history was alive and well in 
Australia in the early 1970s.  Conferences had 
been held at La Trobe University in Melbourne 
and connections were being made across 
Australia between oral historians. 

     Jean Teasdale, a social worker who lived in 
Perth had recorded many oral histories, 
especially for the Battye Library in Perth.  Jean 
was instrumental in setting up the Oral History 
Association of Australia.  Jean, it can be said, 
was the driving force in establishing the 
association and became the first secretary1.  

Members from across Australia belonged to 
this one association.  
     The interstate members soon realized that a 
local association would be more able to 
provide them with the educational support and 
guidance that they needed and thus branches 
began to be set up in the states.  South 
Australia was first, February 1979, with NSW 
setting up a branch later in 1979.  Running the 
association from Western Australia with 
contact to the branches by post was not easy. 

     Reading through the early correspondence a 
degree of tension is apparent between what 
one might call ‘head office’ in Perth and 
‘branch’ in Sydney.  The underlying cause 
seems to have been about money, as the 
membership dues were paid to the Australian 
Association and the branches had to raise 
other money to provide for their 
administration and educational workshops. 

     In those early years, all the records had to 
be entered by hand, the branches sent the 
money and names to Perth, and Jean Teasdale 
kept the membership list and receipted the 
money.  It is obvious that Jean was burdened 
by the amount of work keeping the 
membership list up to date and the branches 
were often not ‘on time’!!! 

It is interesting to note that the states 
remained as ‘branches’ until a revised 
constitution was adopted in 2013, and the 
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NSW Branch became a separate organisation, 
Oral History NSW, taking in the NSW and ACT 
members of OHAA at that time, and the 
national organisation became Oral History 
Australia, a peak body with each state 
organisation being the only members.  For 
NSW from 1979 to 2013, some 34 years in all, 
membership fees, and the proportion of 
capitation remitted to OHAA were at times 
points of difference between OHAA and NSW 
Branch. 

Oral History Association of Australia, 
NSW Branch 
In Sydney a meeting was called in July 1979 to 
discuss setting up of a group or branch in NSW.  
This meeting was chaired by Baiba Irving (now 
Baiba Berzins) and notes were taken by Alan 
Roberts.  A motion was moved by George 
Hanna seconded by Richard Lucas that: “This 
meeting approves the setting up of a New 
South Wales Branch of the Oral History 
Association of Australia”.  Passed unanimously.  
It was further agreed to form a committee to 
investigate and report on a constitution and 
rules of association and for a future meeting to 
take place to inform on its deliberations.  
Members of the committee were Alan Roberts, 
Richard Lucas, Bill Gulson, George Hanna, 
Helen Malcher, Lorraine Murphy and Sue 
Masters. 

The committee met several times and called a 
meeting for 27 September 1979.  A motion was 
moved: “That this meeting confirms the 
resolution passed on 5 June 1979 forming a 
NSW Branch of the Oral History Association of 
Australia, in the light of the report of the 
Interim Committee circulated with notice of 
meeting.”  The meeting elected Alan Roberts, 
President; Richard Lucas, Vice President; Helen 
Malcher, Secretary/Treasurer; and Sue 
Masters, and Julie Finch Scully as committee 
members. 

At this first meeting the Interim Committee 
had arranged for a speaker, Mr John Marshall, 
who spoke on family, local, school history and 
the practicalities of interviewing.  Thus it can 
be said that from the very beginning Oral 
History NSW commenced an education 
program for members. The objects of the 
original constitution presented in 1979 are 
worth noting: 

● “to promote the practice and methods of 
Oral History 

● to educate in the use of oral history methods 
● to encourage discussion of all problems in 

oral history 
● to foster the preservation of oral history 

records in Australia and 
● to disseminate information by publication of 

a regular newsletter”. 
I think the current organization continues to 
reflect similar aims – over thirty years of 
promoting oral history and supporting and 
educating oral historians.  In recent times so 
much oral history has been digitized and stored 
for the future.  We can be grateful that 
preservation was one of the early aims. 

The original committee almost immediately set 
about organizing a conference.  This was held 
on 12 April1980 at Macquarie University.  The 
speakers listed were: Associate  Professor Ken 
Cable; Dr Peter Spearritt; Ms Louise Douglas; 
Mr John Marshal; and Mr Marius Webb.  
Certainly an active committee – a conference 
organized in six months after the branch was 
formed. 

The committee later in 1980 agreed to take 
over the management of the National 
Committee in 1981.  Originally the South 
Australian Branch was to undertake this role 
but withdrew, and the NSW committee agreed 
to take on the role.  Louise Douglas was 
elected as branch secretary, taking over from 
Helen Malcher in 1981. 

The NSW Committee also, in 1981, undertook 
to organize the Biennial National Conference 
and Biennial General Meeting.  This was held at 
the Women’s College, University of Sydney.  
Helen Malcher had decided not to continue as 
secretary of the branch, but offered to 
undertake the running of the National 
Conference.  The first National Conference had 
been held in Perth in 1979.  Delegates from 
NSW had attended the Perth Conference. 

NSW Committee of Management  
The early years of the NSW Branch, as reflected 
by the minutes held with NSW Oral History 
archives, record the activities of a busy active 
committee.  As well, responsibilities were 
undertaken for OHAA.  The committee 
functioned as one would expect, regular 
meetings and activities and workshops were 
held, and an Annual General  Meeting (AGM) 
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was held each year.  The usual office bearers 
for an organization or committee were elected 
at the AGM each year. 

However, this pattern changed with the 1984 
AGM.  Alan Roberts, who had been President 
for the first five years, left Sydney to work and 
live in Canberra.  The minutes record that at 
the 1984 AGM  a ‘Committee of Management’ 
was elected  and no president was formally 
elected.  I found no indication as to why the 
committee over the next six years did not elect 
a Chairman or President at the AGM.  The 
members of this first Committee of 
Management were:  Louise Douglas, Jai 
Peterson, Michael Katefides, Jenny Salmon, 
Trish Fitzsimons, Richard Lucas, Marcia Bass 
and Ray Cooper. 

Despite the informality of the committee 
structure the NSW Branch seems to have 
functioned well.  I found no discussion or any 
indication to explain why the committee chose 
to move away from working in a formal way to 
the informal structure they used over these 
years.  A chairman from those present was 
elected at each meeting and the workload and 
responsibilities were shared among committee 
members. 

The minutes reflect that oral history projects 
and lots of activity occurred over those years 
without a formally elected leader.  At the 1991 
AGM Rosie Block was elected as Chairman for 
two years, and later as President.  All the 
following years an executive has been elected 
along with the committee to manage the 
affairs of the NSW Branch. 

Reflections on the Early Years 
I said at the beginning that I was surprised by 
some of the information I found from reading 
through the early minutes.  There were things I 
did not know and names I had not heard of.  It 
seems to me that we, the oral historians of 
NSW, have not done much shouting about our 
beginnings.  This is just a short article to make 
a few pointers – perhaps someone will 
undertake to record and write more of the 
early years. 

Two names we should particularly remember: 
Alan Roberts, foundation President, served in 
that role for five years.  Alan over those years 
was with Macquarie University.  He was the 
person who set up the NSW Branch on a very 

solid foundation with the original constitution 
and aims.  NSW Branch started as it has 
continued, serving its members and the wider 
public, keeping an interest in the practice and 
development of  oral history.  We should 
remember that it was Alan Roberts who guided 
NSW to such a positive beginning.  Alan’s 
interest in history has continued in Canberra – 
however that is a different and another story. 

The first Secretary/ Treasurer was Helen 
Malcher.  Helen was a very active secretary and 
a very large file of correspondence indicated 
the busy workload of the NSW Branch.  Helen 
did not seek re-election at the end of her term 
but stayed to arrange the OHAA Conference 
held in Sydney in 1981.  Helen’s continuing 
story can be traced with the Ku-ring-gai 
Historical Society, a local group on Sydney’s 
North Shore. 

Another name, and this is not a forgotten 
name as it belongs to our first life member, is 
Louise Douglas2.  It was Louise who kept the 
branch going during the years of just having a 
Committee of Management.  No formal 
president or leader was elected, but the 
minutes indicated that Louise chaired many of 
the meetings.  It would seem that in an 
informal way she was the leader from 1984 
until 1991. 

There are many other names of members who 
undertook various roles in the early years.  I 
have mentioned those on the original 
committees but I have not at this point tried to 
research in depth the careers of all those who 
founded Oral History NSW.  There is much 
more to be written about the founding 
executive and the Committee of Management 
that managed so well.  The founders of Oral 
History NSW should be noted and 
remembered. 
 
 
1.  See John Ferrell, ‘Tribute to Jean Teasdale, 
founder of OHAA’, in OHAA Journal No, 22, 2000, 
pp. 133–135; Margaret Hamilton, ‘Vale: Jean 
Teasdale, 1928–2002’, in OHAA Journal No. 25, 
2003, p. 112; and Beth M. Robertson, ‘Long 
desperate hours at the typewriter: establishing the 
Oral History Association of Australia’, in OHAA 
Journal No, 30, 2008, pp. 74–81. 
2.  See Rosemary Block, ‘Life memberships: Louise 
Douglas’, in OHAA Journal No. 22, 2000, pp. 137–13 

BACK TO TOP 
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Remembering Judy Wing 
Oral History NSW Life Member 

By Sandra Blamey, Oral History NSW Committee Member 

     ONLY THREE WEEKS AGO  IPAUSTRALIA 
(the Government agency dealing with 
intellectual property) rang, searching for 
Judy Wing’s contact details as they wished 
to obtain copyright permission to quote 
from her publication A “lucky” Profession?: 
a history of the patent profession in 
Australia (1996).  Every effort is made to 
keep in touch with members; however 
Judy’s email newsletters had been bouncing 
and we had no leads to offer. 

     A week later a participant in our Oral 
History Workshop at History House asked 
me “Do you know Judy Wing?  She’s a good 
friend of mine.”  Judy had moved from her 
home into Peninsula Village, Umina, and no 
longer used her computer.  So, with contact 
re-established, Judy was in high spirits to 
know that her book was still being referred 
to and notes from her interview with Helen 
Taylor, the first woman to graduate as a 
patent attorney, would be used by IP 
Australia in dedicating their staff amenities 
meeting room to Helen’s memory.  It is 
likely that Judy’s interview was the last 
Helen gave. 

     My interest aroused; I looked up the 
citation written by Rosie Block when Judy 
was awarded Life Membership in 2004.  
Judy’s passion for history research and 
commitment to the Oral History Association 
at both state and national levels lay at the 
heart of this award, and within a few days I 
was able to visit Judy to talk about her life 
and interests.  Judy greeted me warmly and, 
though obviously frail, her eyes fairly 
sparkled as we talked for nearly two hours. 

     “Like many other parents, Mum and 
Dad felt that either nursing or secretarial 
studies were suitable for daughters and 
the general expectation was that they 
would give up work and raise a family on 
marriage.  So that’s what I did.  It wasn’t 
until my early fifties that I had enough 
confidence to study for my HSC, BA and 
later a Masters.  I was fortunate that 
Gough Whitlam’s banishment of 
university fees meant there were no 

costs involved, and, with the housework 
under control, I would fly out the front 
door while my husband went out the 
back door to work.  At long last I felt I 
had a brain.  I feel history is important 
and I really enjoyed working on a 
number of significant oral history 
projects and helping to get the oral 
history association working strongly.  My 
biggest thrill was in writing A “lucky” 
profession and now to know it is still 
being referred to.  My grandson’s wife 
has almost completed her studies to 
become a Patent Attorney and she tells 
me that my book is in the reference 
library of her firm." 

     Only three days afterwards, on 13 March 
2015, Judy Wing’s long life came to a 
peaceful conclusion; as her daughter Beth 
Glyde said, “without pain and without 
illness”.  All the people I contacted with this 
news remembered her with affection and 
admiration.  Here are two reflections I know 
will be of particular interest. 

From Prof. Paul Ashton 
Co-Director Australian Centre for Public 
History, University of Technology Sydney 
     I’m so sad to hear about Judy’s passing.  
We worked together very closely on a 
number of projects including the history of 
the Institute of Patent Attorneys and she 
was a wonderful colleague and friend.  The 
Patent Attorneys history, which Judy and I 
were both contracted to work on, might 
provide you with a little anecdote about her 
gentle strength and tenacity. 

     The patent attorneys project was 
politically sensitive due to divisions in the 
institute.  But Judy, with her background in 
relationship counselling, held her own as 
their historian in this exclusively male-
dominated profession.  During the project 
she also discovered that most of the 
Institute’s archives had been moved into 
commercial storage in the far western 
suburbs of Melbourne.  She wanted to 
retrieve some critical documents and talked 
me into going with her to an enormous 
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barn-like facility – no archivists, just people 
driving pallet lifters – where we discovered 
that the archives had been misplaced.  It 
took us the best part of the morning to find 
the records but when we finally did Judy 
had the critical bulk of them – a couple of 
cubic meters worth – shipped to her home 
(at the Institute’s expense) where she wove 
them into the book, A “Lucky” Profession?.  
The book was well received by the Institute, 
which launched it with great pomp and 
circumstance at a function centre in 
Macquarie Street. 

     Judy’s eyes always sparkled, she was 
eternally optimistic and she loved good 
wine.  And I was only thinking about her a 
few days ago...  

From Dr. Margaret Park 
     The threads of oral history weave their 
own interconnected stories, not only of 
those we record for posterity but also of us, 
the facilitators, who make the connections.  
Committees such as OHAA (NSW) provide 
opportunities for us to build the 
connections, to meet, to mingle, to interact 
and form attachments that linger in our 
memories (sometimes with our 
interviewees, but also with colleagues).  
When I was asked to recall my memories of 
working alongside Judy Wing, it was simply 
a matter of pulling out the thread that was 
Judy as part of my professional story. 

     I have fond memories of Judy from my 
early days at North Sydney when I started 
our oral history program and joined the 
NSW Oral History Committee.  At that time 
she was our stalwart secretary and our 
president’s (Rosie Block) wing position! I 
always enjoyed meeting up with Judy, her 
smile and bright laughter lightened up any 
space, large or small. She had a sharp 
intellect, an enquiring mind, and as fitting a 
secretary, a fine eye and ear for detail.  

     I didn’t know Judy outside of our 
professional spheres, but meeting up with 
her during committee work, conferences, 
dinners, OHAA events and seminars was 
always a pleasure.  I had the good fortune 
to work with Judy on the Pyrmont/Ultimo 
Oral History conducted by the City West 
Development Corporation during 1996.  
Judy and I shared the interviewing of 

residents of these changing inner city 
suburbs, recording the stories of people 
who still lived there and those who had 
already decided to move on due to 
development or other life changes.  In the 
early 2000s I left Sydney for Canberra and 
Judy moved north of Sydney.  This was 
probably the last time we had any regular 
contact as we both moved on from OHAA 
Committee work.  

     Remembering Judy Wing brings me back 
in time and to a special and sacred place, 
the State Library of NSW, where our OHAA 
Committee meetings took place.  Guided by 
Rosie, the Library’s Oral History Curator, we 
would meet in what seemed sometimes as 
clandestine cubby holes, or so ‘out in the 
open’ café space that we almost appeared 
to be under some invisible cloaking device.  
But the occasions were always enlightening, 
full of spirit, with a sense of fun and awe.  It 
was also a time of sharing knowledge and 
skills and putting things in place to steer the 
NSW Oral History towards its future.  It was 
a privilege to be part of that space and time, 
and to share it with like-minded members 
such as Judy Wing. 

 

 
Judy Wing, 10 March 2015 

 
 

* * * * * * * * 
 

BACK TO TOP 
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Mitchell Library Consultative Group 
Report of meeting 18 March 2015 

By Leonard Janiszewski 
 
 

     MEETINGS OF THE MITCHELL LIBRARY Consultative 
Group are held approximately every two months 
and are chaired by Richard Neville, the Mitchell 
Librarian.  Maggie Patton, the Library’s Manager 
of Research & Discovery and Philippa Stevens, 
Manager of Information & Access, assist.  A 
representative from the Oral History NSW 
Committee attends. 

     Representatives from other interested parties 
include: the Royal Australian Historical Society; 
the Professional Historians’ Association; 
Independent Scholars Association of Australia; 
the Australian Historical Association; the History 
Council of NSW; the Australian Society of 
Archivists, NSW Branch; and the Australian 
Society of Authors. 

 
     These eastern Aboriginal ‘doors’, sculptured by Daphne 
Mayo, are located in the entrance portico of the Mitchell 
Library.  See HERE for details of each panel. 

Image: State Library of NSW 

     Subjects generally covered include:  State 
Library restructure; Mitchell Library Reading 
Room refurbishment; Friends, Foundation & 
Volunteers Room refurbishment; reference 
collections; microfilm updates; digitisation; web 
and online projects; and fellowships.

 

     The following information from the recent 
meeting would be of particular interest to Oral 
History NSW members: 

     The digitisation program is progressing well, 
especially in regard to WWI diaries. The Library is 
prepared to travel to interested parties and 
demonstrate their transcription tool.  
Alternatively, interested parties may schedule a 
session with staff at the Library.  Call (02) 9273 
1414. 

     Some 700 hours of oral histories have 
presently been converted from analogue to 
digital.  Over the next year 4,000 hours are 
targeted for digitisation. 

     The software platform for public accessibility 
of oral histories will be ‘Rosetta’ (digital 
management system).  Accessibility will be 
provided in stages. 

     The Library’s new website will be able to 
deliver oral histories.  This again will be managed 
in stages. 

     Whilst 23% of Library staff were lost as a 
result of the recent restructure, new synergies 
have been generated within the reconfigured 
management units to improve and develop the 
delivery of services and much needed programs 
(such as digitisation of material). 

     The Coral Thomas Fellowship was announced. 
The fellowship ‘encourages deep and focused 
research into Australian Culture, history and 
society, drawing on Australian and international 
research collections’.  The successful Fellow will 
received $75,000.  For further information refer 
to: 
www.sl.nsw.gov.au/about/awards/coralthomas.
html 

 
 
 
 
 
 

BACK TO TOP 
 

Oral History NSW Voiceprint No. 52, April 2014 8 

http://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/about/history/our_buildings.html
http://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/about/awards/coralthomas.html
http://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/about/awards/coralthomas.html


REPORTS AND PROJECTS 
 

 

Australian Generations Oral History Project – Final Report 
 
     THE AUSTRALIAN GENERATIONS ORAL HISTORY 
Project is now coming to an end, as the funded 
phase of the project has now concluded. 

     It has been the first major national project to 
investigate intergenerational dynamics and the 
impact of dramatic social, technological and 
environmental changes on the experiences and 
attitudes of succeeding Australian Generations.  
The national scope of the project will advance 
understanding of the diversity of Australian 
historical experience within groups and over 
time.  The project proposes an original and 
significant historical interrogation of assumptions 
about Australian Generations.  It will question 
and complicate the commonly accepted 
Australian generational ascriptions of Builders 
(born c. 1925-46), Baby Boomers (c. 1947-64), 
Generation X (c. 1965-79) and Generation Y (c. 
1980-94) (McCrindle 2009), and explore 
questions neglected in survey research about the 
interactions and overlaps between generations, 
and the ways in which class, gender, ethnicity, 
race and region inflect with and cut across age 
and generation. 

     All recorded interviews have now been 
archived at the National Library of Australia, as 
per the conditions outlined in each Rights 
Agreement.  The collection contains just over 
1220 hours of interview material recorded with 
300 people born between 1920 –1989 living 
across the country. 

     The project website remains a rich source of 
material about the project’s aims, methodology 
and research.  The site will continue to be 
available but is no longer being updated (except 
for the list of publications).  Among other detail, a 
final report on the project’s outcomes is available 
there; it contains internet links to: 

●  The collection-level record at the NLA:  the 
collection contains just over 1220 hours of 
interview material recorded with 300 

people born between 1920 – 1989 living 
across the country; 

●  Access to interviews online: 81 out of 300 
recorded interviews are now available 
online – the link will direct you to all 
interviews which are currently available 
online, and the National Library will 
continue to make many more interviews 
available during 2015; 

●  A historypin map, inviting listeners to 
explore the collection visually – pins for 
each interview are linked to interviewees’ 
online catalogue records; 

●  Program, audio recordings and papers from 
the conference, held at Monash University, 
Melbourne, October 2014; 

●  Ten ABC Radio National programs using 
interviews from the project; 

●  Publications – past, forthcoming and 
planned.  Current listings include: 

 –  Thomson, Alistair. (2014) ‘Australian 
generations? Transformative events, 
memory and generational identity’, in 
Michael Boss (ed.), Conflicted Pasts and 
National Identities: Narratives of War and 
Conflict, Aarhus Universitetsforlag, 
Denmark, pp .55–68. 

 –  Curby, Nicole. (2014) ‘Confession and 
Catharsis: Crafting a Life Story and Charting 
a History of Emotion’, Circa: The Journal of 
the Professional Historians Association, pp. 
53–58. 

     The website also has links to online audio of 
project leader Prof. Alistair Thomson’s 
presentation on the project in June 2014 at the 
State Library of Queensland; and an article about 
the project published in the journal Oral History, 
published by the UK’s Oral History Society. 
 

* * * * * * * * 
BACK TO TOP 
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Oral History in the Digital Age 
Michael Frisch at the State Library of Victoria: Keynote Address 

for the Australian Generations Conference 30 October 2014. 
By Margaret Leask 

 
Prof. Michael Frisch 

     MICHAEL FRISCH IS PROFESSOR OF HISTORY AND 
American Studies and Senior Research Scholar at 
the University at Buffalo, State University of New 
York.  As an American social and urban historian, 
he is involved in oral and public history projects, 
often in collaboration with community history 
organisations, museums and documentary 
filmmakers.  His publications include A Shared 
Authority: Essays on the Craft and Meaning of 
Oral and Public History (1990).  He coined the 
notion of ‘shared authority’ to illuminate the oral 
history relationship and now works at the cutting 
edge of digital technologies for creating, sharing 
and interpreting recorded interviews.  In this 
keynote address, he described his ideas working 
on oral history applications of new media 
technology developed through his consulting 
office, the Randforce Associates LLC, in the 
University at Buffalo’s Technology Incubator. 

     In this paper, which preceded the Conference 
on 31 October, Michael posed a number of 
questions:  What does it mean to do oral history 
in the digital age?  What are the challenges and 
opportunities in creating, interpreting and 
producing digital oral history?  With these he led 
us into an exploration of the transformations of 
oral history in our digital age. 

     I’m not sure I fully grasped all his concepts and 
the technology involved (given that getting one’s 
head around the technological possibilities is 
daunting), but Michael certainly provoked 
interest and awareness as to ways we might work 

as oral historians in the near future.  He 
introduced three ‘paradoxes’ about our 
assumptions 

1. The Paradox of Method:  our focus is 
usually on interviewing and how we collect 
the stuff.  However, it is not just about the 
interviewing given new digital capacities. 
We need to think more about the nature of 
‘documents’ we find in oral history. 

2. The Paradox of Orality:  The Deep Dark 
Secret and the Unexamined Assumption – 
we assume few people listen to the 
recordings (they are difficult to work with), 
therefore it seems better to turn them into 
text and use transcripts and destroy 
recordings once transcribed.  However, the 
transcript is no longer a necessary pre-
requisite to accessibility – it is just one of a 
number of tools. 

3. The Paradox of Direction: Raw versus 
Cooked and Linear Assumptions.  This is a 
spatial metaphor – with the assumption 
that the collection/interview is ‘raw’ and its 
usage is ‘cooked’, which encourages an 
orientation towards selective outputs 
taken from a large body of material.  
Michael is interested in what happens 
between raw and cooked; the fluidity of 
movement in the space between. 

     If the media/recording is the primary source 
rather than the shoe box (not an easy primary 
source for everyone to access), and the lure of 
searching is strong (hence the apparent 
importance of the text/transcript), then digital’s 
capacity to manage large volumes, accessible all 
the time, is the direction to take and the survivor 
is the ‘raw’ – ‘cooked’ divide.  The law of 
searchability has led to a kind of explosion which 
means curators/librarians/archivists, once the 
carers and organisers, now have to address 
dissemination in the digital age.  Michael and his 
researchers are working on digital programs that 
move towards a post-document and post-archival 
sensibility.  They are seeking answers to the 
question: ‘How many other stories are there 
apart from the documentary/interview 
recorded?’ 
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     In many large collections, while the catalogue 
identifies material in a general sense, it is not 
helpful for a 3 hour interview – there is an 
overwhelming barrier to accessing content.  Yet 
there is a feeling (‘sensibility’) that there is 
something other or something more – there are 
other stories within the interview.  Digital can 
make other stories findable – in a post-archival 
situation, meaning is as important as accessibility.  
Decisions need to be made about the nature of 
the ‘map’ you are drawing in order to ‘explore’ 
and ‘manage’ the interview content.  Digital 
indexing can help provide access within and 
across recordings and it means exploring, not just 
searching, is possible.  (Search engines are 
profoundly limiting for explorers who are not 
searchers.)  Searching implies you know what you 
are looking for, but how can we explore oral 
history collections like an open stack library?  
Digital indexing can support user response 
tagging, enabling the sharing of cross referencing 
by different researchers. 

     Using illustrations from his work, Michael 
demonstrated trends in oral history indexing 
practice – there can be multiple, stepped levels of 
summary annotation, summaries, executive 
summaries, unit clips (annotation in segment 
summaries), story clips (annotation by passages) 
and what he called multi-dimensional indexing or 
CVS (a recipe classification – Chinese, vegetable 
or spicy), which manipulates like filters – thinking 
of story dimensions, not just content.  He 
observed that ethnicity, ingredient and 
qualitative aspects are interesting ways to think 
about stories. Other qualities include anecdote – 
emotional, life force, choices – variables that 
when combined help find stories relevant to such 
themes or tags.  Michael talks about this process 
as being where the raw gets cooked, being able 
to see patterns where stories mix and match – his 
‘messin’ in the kitchen’.  He provided a simple 
diagram with ‘Mapped digital collections’ 
surrounded by all those who might want to 
access aspects of interviews – archivists, libraries, 
filmmakers, researchers, designers, community, 
teachers, students. 

     Best practice in digital oral history depends on 
the ‘who, where and what’ and connecting the 
back end and the front end!  We are looking at 
digital finding aids that are interactive between 

people, not devices, where shared is not the 
same as sharing and where we can be face to 
face in a shared space.  He calls this social 
curation, bringing people in contact with the 
material.  We all need to understand how the 
field is changing.  There are major implications, of 
course, for curators, collections, libraries and 
archives embracing technology to make material 
accessible but we can all, in our practice, think 
about embracing the possible. 

     Michael referred us to the Oral History in a 
Digital Age website which I recommend everyone 
explore:  http://ohda.matrix.msu.edu/  

     At the end of the conference the next day, 
Michael summed up with a couple of telling 
statements – “How people talk is as important as 
content.  I want stories where there is 
dissembling, hesitation, walking around questions 
– the more we have, the more opportunity there 
is to ‘map’ the material.  We are all doing history 
and we are all trying to make sense of the 
experience on each side of the microphone.” 

     The final report on the Australian Generations 
project is on-line HERE and the project website 
can be found HERE.  

     NB. I recognise attempting to ‘summarize’ 
Michael’s presentation and his work in this field is 
probably foolhardy, so I recommend readers use 
this account to provoke an exploration of his work 
at the source. 

 

 

 

Note: 

Prof. Frisch also spoke at an Oral History NSW 
seminar in Sydney in 15 November 2014:  Where’s 
Oral History Heading? Trends in Oral History Indexing.  
An audio recording of the event is available online 
HERE. 

 

* * * * * * * * 
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State Library launch of new oral history collections – March 12 
By Sally Zwartz 

 
Launch of two new oral history collections at the State Library of NSW.  L-R: Louise Whelan, Justine Kisimba, Deng Adut, Petra 

Playfair and Sally Hone.  (All photos here courtesy of State Library of NSW.) 

     THERE WAS A LOT OF PRIDE IN THE ROOM AT THE 
 State Library of NSW’s launch of its two newest 
oral history collections, one of interviews with 
former refugees and immigrants from culturally 
and linguistically diverse (CALD) communities in 
Sydney and regional NSW, and the other of 
interviews with members of Sydney’s Muslim 
communities.  Each collection was celebrated at 
the launch by a panel discussion between the 
project interviewer and three of the 
interviewees, introduced by Sally Hone, the 
Library’s Acting Collection Development 
Specialist, who opened proceedings with a warm 
welcome to all those present –interviewees, 
interviewers and a large contingent of family, 
friends and other supporters. 

     ‘We have been collecting oral histories for 
over 25 years and have over 12,000 recordings,’ 
Sally told the audience  –  adding that oral history 
is valued because ‘it gives a different voice and 
gives evidence of a different type.’  The CALD 
project, now 28 interviews and ongoing, updates 
the Library's collections of interviews with 
immigrant communities post-World War II, 
documenting the changing profile of immigrant 
and refugee populations in Sydney and NSW.  The 
Muslims project explores what it’s like to grow up 
Muslim in Australia, and practise that faith here – 
‘so what we have are 18 wonderful interviews in 
which we learn about people’s ordinary lives and 
much more – they’re very revealing and inspiring 
and a wonderful antidote to all the negative press 
you hear,’ said Sally. 

     The interviewer for the CALD project is Louise 
Whelan, who shared the panel with Justine 

Kisimba, a former refugee from the  Democratic 
Republic of Congo, the mother of six children 
and at the time of her interview a university 
student studying community welfare; Petra 
Playfair, who has been working as a migration 
agent for 25 years, and Deng Adut, a former 
refugee from South Sudan who arrived in 
Australia as a 13-year-old with no formal 
education – he is now a practising lawyer in 
Bankstown.  Asked why he’d agreed to be part of 
the project, Deng replied – as did others on the 
panels – that he wanted to create a legacy, and 
to share his experience with people in Australia.  
And how he felt about other people around the 
world listening to the interview?  ‘I think it will be 
good if it makes the world a better place.’ 

 
L-R:  Deng Adut, Petra Playfair and Sally Hone 

     Louise Whelan has come to the CALD oral 
history project from an earlier one photographing 
people in the CALD community; those images, 
taken over a four-year period, are now held at 
the Library.  Her research for that work was 
useful preparation for the oral history interviews, 
she says; for interviews with recently arrived 
refugees and asylum seekers she also did online 
research into ‘motivation for migration/ push 
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factors’ surrounding conflict, war and 
persecution, as well as pre-interviews which 
enabled new lines of enquiry for research.  She 
and Sally Hone also devised a long list of broad 
topics for discussion: life in the country of origin, 
the refugee experience, the experience of coming 
to Australia and how they have built their lives 
here – how they learned English, how they’ve 
adapted, how they’ve retrained, how they’re 
raising their children – among others. 
     The final question of the interview explored 
the interviewee’s view of Australian culture, and 
the responses – as reported in the interview logs 
– are touching.  One commented that Australia 
has been a good country for him and his family, 
particularly for education as he has six children.  
It is safe here, he said. Another, an Iranian, wants 
to thank the Australian government for giving 
him the opportunity and supporting him to create 
a new life.  He is looking forward to the 
opportunity to show his abilities.  A South 
Sudanese man observes that he is new to 
Australia but from what he has seen Australia is a 
generous country.  It treats its citizens equally 
and is inclusive.  He feels connected to the 
society in the regional town where he lives.  A 
woman from the Congo sees Australian culture as 
one that helps people. 

 
L-R:  Andi Chairiani Dwipasatya, Louise Darmody, 

 Basim Al-Ansari, Walid Ali, Sally Hone 

     Louise found that the most difficult part of 
the interviews was how to engage respectfully 
with people who had experiences of torture and 
trauma, or had fled persecution.  ‘I often 
reflected on the thought that I didn’t have a 
reference point for the suffering they had 
described.  Consideration around cultural 
sensitivities in communication was also 
important. There were times when both myself 
and the interviewee became upset when 
personal human suffering was discussed.  A 
majority of the people I interviewed were 

ordinary people who have survived exceptional 
experiences,’ she says. 

 
L-R: Louise Whelan, Justine Kisimba, Deng Adut and Petra 

Playfair 

     Louise Darmody, interviewing for the 
Muslims project, also prepared for interviews 
with online research and a pre-interview.  ‘The 
more you find out about the person you’re going 
to interview the better,’ she says.  ‘I really want 
to be intelligent – I want to ask intelligent 
questions that will elicit interesting responses.  
And every bit of information I have helps me ask 
more insightful questions.’  People will always 
come to you with the stories they’ve told often 
before, she observes – her aim is to dig a little 
deeper.  

     She describes her experience working on the 
project as one of constant learning – ‘that’s the 
joy of doing this job’ – and revelation: ‘just how 
much Muslim people in Australia have offered 
and keep on offering.’ 

     ‘I can’t tell you how many benefits I got from 
this project,’ she told the audience at the launch.  
‘And the great thing is that my benefits can be 
your benefits – just listen to the stories!’ 

     The new oral history collections will be 
accessible at the Library within the next couple of 
months, and selected items from them will also 
be available online at the Library’s new website, 
at this stage still a work in progress.  In the 
meantime Louise Whelan’s CALD photography 
project can be viewed online – just follow the link 
below. 

See the photographs: HERE  
See the CALD interviews: HERE  
 

* * * * * * * * 
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‘On the Fringes – South West Sydney 1994-2014’ 
 

     AT THE END OF LAST YEAR THE UTS LIBRARY LAUNCHED 
‘On the Fringes – South West Sydney 1994-2014’, 
produced by oral historian, photographer  and 
filmmaker Therese Sweeney.  The launch 
celebrated the completion of phase one in a three-
part process to archive Therese’s 20-year project, 
‘On the Fringes – South West Sydney 1994-2014’ at 
the library. 

 
(L-R) UTS Professor of Public History Paul Ashton, Therese 
Sweeney and UTS University Librarian Mal Booth at the 
launch of the archive. 

     The library will host Therese’s photography, 
sound recordings (as oral histories) and many hours 
of video tape.  At the suggestion of Dr Paul Ashton, 
Professor of History at UTS, Therese met with UTS 
librarians two years ago to gauge their interest in 
the collection.  The library saw the opportunity and 
committed to working with Therese on a process of 
intense technical development that would allow the 
project to be catalogued and made available online. 

     The first phase of the project for the library is 
hosting the photography.  Preparation involved 
scanning then selecting from thousands of 
negatives shot over 20 years.  Then specialist 
sections at the library including the digitisation 
team, web development and metadata experts 
worked with Therese to provide clerical content for 
the metadata framework, describing, naming, and 
providing dates for some 1,200 final photographic 
images. 

     The second layer of material, being digitised and 
finalised for the archive at the moment, is an 
extensive oral history collection representing 
residents in fringe market gardens and new housing 
estates established in the early 1960s, specifically 

Green Valley.  The recordings start from 1998 and 
over time became an extensive collection secured 
under the Memory Bank project, run by Therese 
from 2008 til 2013. 

 
Fay and Carol, 1994, Ashcroft (part of the Green valley work). 
Therese photographed these women on two separate 
occasions and made a 5-minute documentary about them as 
well. This will all form part of the archive at UTS. 

     The second layer of material, being digitised and 
finalised for the archive at the moment, is an 
extensive oral history collection representing 
residents in fringe market gardens and new housing 
estates established in the early 1960s, specifically 
Green Valley.  The recordings start from 1998 and 
over time became an extensive collection secured 
under the Memory Bank project, run by Therese 
from 2008 til 2013. 

     The final phase, to be initiated later this year, will 
involve digitising many mini DV tapes and VHS 
documentaries (made in the 1990s) to showcase 
video stories, installations, documentaries, diverse 
community events and ever-changing streetscapes. 

The final result will be a multi-layered regional 
history, available to students and the wider public – 
or, as Therese describes it, ‘simply one person’s 
contribution to honour the community of my 
origins, Green Valley and its surrounds.’ 

     Most of this twenty-year commitment was a 
labour of love on her part – she received private 
funding for the Memory Bank project which is the 
final block of work, documenting ageing pioneering 
residents.  She is satisfied with the legacy she’s 
produced with residents from south-west Sydney 
and feels it’s time to move on. 
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     For now that means consulting work and a new 
initiative: ‘The Sweeney Studio’, a gallery and studio 
based in the Shoalhaven region; a history 
production facility engaging residents, families, 
communities and companies; and curating and 
exhibiting her photographic collections. She has 
also found pleasure photographing her poultry on a 
little farm and is producing paintings of her 
ducklings. 

     Browse the archive at sweeney.lib.uts.edu.au. 

     A cover story about Therese’s process and the 
archive collaboration with UTS appeared in Brink, 
Sydney Morning Herald on 18 November 2014. 
     Read the article at: 
http://www.smh.com.au/national/sydney-this-is-
your-life-20141113-11l64a.html 

 
Cover for the book: Oral Histories from Camden Park 
Estate -The Community Story.  Therese shot this photo 
outside the community hall at Belgenny farm in 
October 2014; the book was launched in December 
2014. 
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Oral History NSW and the Museum of the Riverina 

By Virginia Macleod 

    ELEVEN DIFFERENT MUSEUMS ACROSS THE RIVERINA ARE 
poised to embark on oral history interviews. 

     This project began last year when the Museum 
of the Riverina at Wagga Wagga invited Oral 
History NSW to deliver an introductory workshop 
in July.  It was provided by Francis Good and 
Virginia Macleod, and as it was booked out and so  
popular another session was mounted in 
November, when, building on local interest, 
Virginia also provided a half-day workshop on 
planning and running projects the next day. 

 
Museum of the Riverina, Wagga Wagga 

 

     It was inspiring to see the enthusiasm amongst 
participants who came from a wide catchment 
across the Riverina, some driving three hours to 
be there for a 9am start!  Also, the sessions 
provided a chance for people with similar ideas or 
skills to swap experiences informally.  The most 
illuminating part of the whole-day seminars was 
when small groups practised interviewing and 
observing each other; but everyone appreciated 
the range of technical and ethical issues covered 
in the day. 

     The planning session benefited from a smaller 
group of 15 people talking about their potential 
projects, and understanding the scope of rural 
NSW, which has a wealth of history gathered in 
local museums and historical societies as well as in 
the memories of the people who live there. 

     The NSW government Arts and Cultural 
Development Program has recognised this, and 
through its Regional Partnerships program has 
made available $150,000 to the Museum of the 
Riverina for its two-year project: Talking 
Machines: reviving Riverina rural technology 
collections with video testimonies.  This project 
will involve partnerships with the Museum of 
Applied Arts & Sciences, Museums & Galleries 
NSW, Charles Sturt University and Oral History 
NSW. 

(Continued –>) 
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     Talking Machines aims to ‘capture the histories 
and stories of generations of Australian men and 
women who farmed the Riverina, through the 
rusted metal frames and once sharp blades of 
dormant farm machinery they used.’ 

     Representatives from eleven community 
museums are participating in the project: Wyalong 
Museum, Up-to-Date Store (Coolamon), 
Cootamundra Heritage Centre, Greens Gunyah 
(Lockhart), Temora Rural Museum, Pioneer 
Women’s Hut (Tumbarumba), Tumut Museum, 
Batlow Museum, Whistlestop Museum 
(Weethalle), Junee Broadway Museum.  All have 
participated in earlier Oral History NSW 
workshops.  This year they will undertake further 
training with Oral History NSW on the finer points 
of video interviewing, together with award-
winning local filmmaker John Riddell, who will 
provide technical support at the actual interviews. 

     Their training in oral history and how it can be 
used is a skill that all participants will be able to 
apply in their own museums, where they can bring 
to light some of their existing audio material, and 
make new recordings to enhance images and 
objects in their collections.

 

 
Rachael Vincent, Museum of the Riverina, with a Nicholson 
back delivery combined reaping and mowing machine, ca. 
1878.   This machine, possibly the earliest surviving harvesting 
machine in the Riverina, will feature in the Talking Machines 
project. Photo: Museum of the Riverina 

 

* * * * * * * * 
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NOTES AND NOTICES 
 

Oral History NSW & Royal Australian Historical Society: 
Panel Discussion 

Possibilities and Pitfalls in Oral History:  The Interview in Perspective 
Date:    Thursday 11 June 2015 
Venue: History House, 133 Macquarie Street, Sydney 
Time: 6 pm – 7 pm: presentations 
 7 pm – 8:30 pm, drinks & nibbles 
 8:30 pm panel discussion 
     The Oxford Dictionary defines the word ‘interview’ as a meeting of people face to face, 
especially for consultation. Although interviewing is at the heart of oral history, this mode of 
communicating and sharing knowledge is not exclusive to the profession. The interview is 
central to the work of oral historians, journalists, counsellors, law enforcement officers and 
recruitment agents, to name just a few, but it is used in remarkably different ways in each 
context. 
     Come along and hear a journalist, therapist and oral historian reflect on their practice and 
join a discussion that will encourage you to reflect on, and ultimately improve, your own 
interviewing practice. 
Speakers: Catherine Freyne, historian & media presenter; Alison Clark, Jungian analyst / 
psychotherapist in private practice; Margot Beasley, professional historian and writer. 

See full details HERE   Registration details available soon.   Further enquiries: email Anisa Puri, 
Events Manager, Oral History NSW events@oralhistorynsw.org.au 

BACK TO TOP 

Oral History NSW Voiceprint No. 52, April 2014 16 

http://www.oralhistorynsw.org.au/article/join-us-for-possibilities-and-pitfalls-in-oral-history-the-interview-in-perspective
mailto:events@oralhistorynsw.org.au


Oral History NSW presents: 
ORAL HISTORY & DIGITAL NARRATIVE: 

Create a story combining audio with images, video objects and documents 
Date:   Saturday 27 June 2015 
Time:   Registration 9.45 am.  
 Workshop 10 am – 4 pm 
Venue: Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts, 280 Pitt Street, Sydney 
 (short walk from Town Hall Station) 
Cost:    $150 Members Oral History NSW, 
 $190 non-members.  (Oral History NSW is GST exempt) 

Morning and afternoon tea will be provided.  Participants will need to bring lunch 
or purchase it nearby 

Booking essential, as the workshop is limited to 20.  Please note: no refunds available 
for cancellations of less than seven days’ notice; 90% refund if more than seven days’ notice. 

     Do you have an abundance of resources you have collected in an oral history 
project?  Are you unsure about what to do with them next?  This one-day workshop 
will introduce participants to the principles of telling stories digitally, using a mix of 
rich media resources such as images, video, audio, objects and documents.  See full 
details, register and see links to the work of the presenters  HERE.  For more 
information, email Anisa Puri, Events Manager, Oral History NSW, 
events@oralhistorynsw.org.au, or tel. 02-8094-1239 

 
Presenters: 

 

 
     Prof. Helen Klaebe, Assistant Dean, 
Research & international Engagement in 
Queensland University of Technology’s 
Creative Industries Facility.

 

 

 
     Bryan Crawford is a professional 
photographer and film maker with 
over 20 years of experience 
producing, directing, shooting and 
editing long and short form projects 
for both television and the web. 
 
 
 
 

* * * * * * * * 
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Addison Road Talks – StirUp Gallery 
Saturday 2 May at 2pm, 142 Addison Road, Marrickville 

Four speakers, all participants in the Addison Road Talking History Project, 
remember the army, its horses and the Save Our Sons protests 

 
Michael Skennar – Michael’s father was in the 
14th Field Brigade and Michael saw a lot of 
Addison Road and the horses as a child during 
the 1930’s.  As a teenager he then lived next 
door in Illawarra Road and enlisted in the army 
in 1945. 
Norman Denovan – Norman grew up in Charles 
Street, behind the depot.  His father was the 
quartermaster sergeant at Addison Road 
between the wars and Norman has many stories 
about the horses, which he particularly loved.  
Vi Shanley – Vi joined the AWAS at 18 years and 
was at Addison Road from 1945, working in the 
canteen. She met her husband in the Regimental 
Aid Post (now Reverse Garbage) and they 
married in 1946.  Vi has donated a beautiful and 
significant set of photographs of the AWAS at 
Addison Road from 1945-6. 
The photos are revealing, intimate and show 
the special friendships that developed at 
Addison Road during WW2. 

 Rex Hewett – Rex is the son of Noreen 
Hewett, who was one of the founders of 
Save Our Sons, a group of mothers who 
protested against conscription at the 
Addison Road gates from 1965-1972. Rex 
was himself called up and became 
involved in anti-conscription protests. 
Since it will also be 50 years since SOS 
was formed it is especially timely to 
recognise SOS and their part at Addison 
Road. 
     Also in the StirUp Gallery you can see 
a 15 minute video on the Addison Road 
Talking History Project, which will be 
screened continuously throughout the 
day. The video will include the 
photographs of the AWAS at Addison 
Road during WW2. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

ONE-ON-ONE TRAINING 
From Andrew Host 

One-on-one assistance to help you 
 ●  use that new digital recorder 
 ●  learn how to use Audacity 
 ●  gain other technical assistance 
 

Andrew Host has been professionally immersed 
in audio for 35 years. 

Call him on 02-9460-0677, 
or email andrew@studiodata.com.au 
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     Voiceprint is the online newsletter of Oral History NSW Inc., an independently 
incorporated oral history association and a member of the national body, Oral 
History Australia Inc. 
     It is published twice yearly, in April and October, ISSN 1830-7603.  Editors for 
this issue: Sally Zwartz and Francis Good. 
     Submissions of any kind (reports, articles, reviews, photos with extended 
captions, letters to the editors) are enthusiastically received.  For copy deadlines, 
information on style, formatting or to discuss a contribution contact the editors 
at: 

voiceprint@oralhistorynsw.org.au. 
     Send articles and correspondence to the editors at: 

voiceprint@oralhistorynsw.org.au 
or PO Box 261, Pennant Hills, NSW 1715. 

     The statements made and opinions expressed in this publication are those of 
their respective authors and are not to be understood as necessarily representing 
the policies or views of Oral History NSW or its editors. 

     Members’ notices are included solely for information as a service to members 
and are not to be understood as carrying any endorsement on the part of Oral 
History NSW or its editors. 

     Our website http://www.oralhistorynsw.org.au carries notices of all events 
and activities together with resource information for all interested in oral history. 
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